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MEMBERS OF THE 4TH DISTRICT 

METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 With great sadness, I report that we failed to obtain a just outcome for your brother 

Officer Terence D. Sutton, Jr.  Yesterday, the jury returned a verdict of guilty on second degree 

murder, obstruction of justice and conspiracy. 

 

 There were very few who were not shocked by the verdict. 

 

 Terence is still on release status by order of the Judge.  The Judge previously heard our 

argument that he must enter a judgment of acquittal on all charges.  The Judge reserved ruling on 

that motion until after any jury verdict. 

 

 Now that the jury has returned its verdict, the judge will rule on our motion to throw out 

the verdict and enter a judgment of complete acquittal.  Throughout the trial, the judge 

commented that many of his rulings against us raise legal issues which may ultimately be 

decided in Ofc. Sutton’s favor.  Nevertheless, we believed that the jury would acquit a highly-

decorated 12-year officer with a stellar record.  Numerous members of the Department testified 

to his integrity and performance as a police officer and a man, for which we are grateful. 

 

 We also are grateful to the National Fraternal Order of Police for providing our defense 

for Terence.  Every member and every law enforcement officer across the nation should enroll in 

the Legal Defense Plan.  In this day, it is an indispensable protection against injustice.  

 

 


